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JAPAN WEEK at TEIS : JAPAN IS CLOSER NOW 
 
 

At TEIS we are honored and proud to be officially acknowledged by the Consulate General of Japan in our 
fervent preparations to celebrate the “Japan Year 2010 in Turkey” at our pre-school. 
 
We see these preparations as an ideal extension of our underlying philosophy: to raise our children to be 
global citizens, to build bridges between nations and peoples, and to celebrate the joy of cultural exchange. 
 
As such we have made the “Japan Year 2010 in Turkey” an active part of our curriculum and have been 
learning about, and finding inspiration in, Japanese culture throughout the semester. During this time our 
children between the ages of two and six have come up with many creative ways to express their 
appreciation of traditional as well  as contemporary Japanese culture. They have been inspired and 

enriched by stories and activities reflecting values and concepts such as respect  敬意, honesty 正直, 

wisdom 賢明, knowledge 知識, peace 平和 , love 愛, truth 誠実, beauty  美 and kaizen 改善 meaning 
continual development. This was a great opportunity for us all to realise how close we truly are, as both 
cultures honour and esteem the same fundamental values.  
 
This exciting as well as nourishing journey in learning, discovering, interpreting and expressing has come to 
fruition. We are delighted to celebrate the results of our efforts with  
  

An Art Exhibition as a Destination in Learning 
"Japanese Culture through the Eyes of TEIS Children" 

& 
"Japan in Our Hands" 

A Week of Events & Activities  

 
including aikido demonstrations, origami workshops, tattoo fun, traditional Japanese music and 
instruments, a celebration of dance between Sunday, 11th April - Friday, 16th April, 2010. 
 
The process of creating this exhibition has been an enlightening journey for our children and for all at TEIS 
and we wish to shine this light outside the boundaries of our school. We would be privileged to share our 
children’s artistic expressions of their understanding of Japan and Japanese culture. All at TEIS are looking 
forward to displaying our exhibition at the Japanese Garden in Tarabya following the celebrations of Japan 
Week at TEIS.  
 
 

TO TEACH IS TO LEARN 
 
 

We must remark on how well the famous Japanese proverb “To teach is to learn" expresses our thoughts. 
As we near this harbour in our learning, we see through our children's eyes. We see friendship, wonder, 
respect and understanding. We feel closer. Closer to old friends and new in Japan, the Land of the Rising 
Sun.  
 


